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Thursday, 10th December, 1908.

CHARLES HERCULES READ, Esq., LL.D., President,
in the Chair.

The following gifts were announced, and thanks for the
same ordered to be returned to the donors:

From Charles H. Road, Esq., LL.D., President:—Dc oratoriis domesticia et de
usu altaris portatilis auctore P. D. Johanne Baplista Gattico Novariensi.
Editio secunda . . . . curante J. A. Assemano. Fol. Rome, 1770.

From the Author, Rev. W. G. D. Fletcher, F.S.A. :
(1) Leicestershire men at the French Wars of 134G-1347. 8vo. n.p. n.d.
(2) The sequestration papers of Edward Farnham, of Quorndon. 8vo.

n.p. n.d.
(3) The sequestration papers of Sir Thomas Eyton, Knight, of Eyton-on-the

Wealdmoors. 8vo. n.p. n.d.
(4) The Shropshire lay suhsidy roll of 1 Edward I I I . (1327). Edited by

Rev. W. G. D. Fletcher and H. M. Audcn. 8vo. Oswestry, 1907.

At 8.45 p.m. the Meeting was made special for the con-
sideration of the following alteration in the Statutes proposed
by the Council on 24th June, and laid before the Ordinary
Meeting of the Society on 25th June :

Chapter III. § i.
For

" Every person elected a Fellow of the Society shall
pay the sum of Eight Guineas for his Admission
Pee,"

Bead
" Every person elected a Fellow of the Society shall

pay the sum of Ten Guineas for his Admission
Fee."

On a Ballot being taken the proposed alteration was carried
with only one dissentient.

2 B 2 . .
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346 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [1908,

E. MANSEL SYMPSON, Esq., M.A., M.D., Local Secretary
for Lincolnshire, read the following Notes on Lincolnshire
Church Plate with a Lincoln Maker's Mark, and on another
mark attributed to Lincoln.:

" The so-called Lincoln Maker's Mark, about which I have
the honour to say a few words to-night, is well shown in the
illustration (fig. 1) and will be seen to be a capital M surmounted
by a capital I or J, enclosed in a shield something of the
shape of the larger end of a violin body, which is found in
the sixteenth century. Both the mark and the outline of
the shield stand out in relief. I have notes of this mark

F i g 1. MAEKS ON A COMMUNION CUP AT ATJBOUHN, LINCS (•£).

on fifty communion cups, all of which, save one, are in the
diocese and county of Lincoln. In three instances out of
the fifty it is accompanied by a star, formed by seven wedge-
shaped or elongated heart-shaped indentations, and without
a shield, as at Woodford St. Mary's, Northamptonshire (the
one example which I know outside the county), at Upton-
cum-Kexby, and in the example in the illustration at Aubourn.
With the mark and the star in this last instance you will
notice a letter or figure, a capital I or the number I ; this
occurs, I believe, on no other example of this series. Its
general position is as shown in the Aubourn cup, between
the edge of the lip and the engraved pattern which usually
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runs round the middle of the bowl. In two cases, at Legbourn
and at West Rasen, this mark is struck on both cup and
paten-cover and in the latter example it has been struck twice
on the paten-cover. Eight of the cups have lost their paten-
covers, but among the complete specimens a key- is given to
the date of these pieces of church plate by the fact of 1569
being inscribed in figures on the bottom of the foot of the
paten-cover in nineteen instances, 1570 in two instances (one
of which is before you), and 1571 in one case. In those years
the diocese of Lincoln consisted of the counties of Lincoln,
Leicester, Huntingdon, Bedford, andBuckingham, and a large
portion of Hertfordshire, but I have not succeeded in finding
any examples of this maker's marked plate either in the
admirable work of my friend the late Andrew Trollope on
Leicestershire Church Plate, or in a series of manuscript
notes of that in Huntingdonshire kindly lent me by Mr. J. E.
Foster of Cambridge.

The distribution of these cups in the diocese is fairly even
over the western half of the county and the north-eastern
quarter, but I have no note of any specimen having been found
in the triangle between Bardney, Burgh, and Stamford.

From the fact that this mark occurs alone in all but three
instances, and with one exception on plate in the county of
Lincoln, I think it may reasonably and fairly be concluded
that it is the private or maker's mark of a silversmith who
probably lived and worked at Lincoln. But I am sorry to
have to confess that, up to the present, I have not been able
to discover his name. The City Freemen's lists, the wills both
in the local Probate Court and at Canterbury, the registers of
the various parishes where these cups occur, and the municipal
registers, have all been searched in vain for the originator of
the mark I, or I M, or M I. This, besides being vexatious, is
rather surprising, as the maker of so many of these cups
should have been a person of some importance. All the more
so, if, as I believe, he was the maker of some thirty-five other
cups,which have no mark at all, and of which thirteen have
1569 in figures on the paten-cover foot, and two 1571, for
the style of cup, paten, and decorations of both is identical
with that of the marked specimens. This leads me on to
give a brief description of the cups and patens which possess
the mark in question. The cups vary in height from about
41 inches to 7f inches, and in weight of course accordingly.
Speaking generally, they are of the ordinary Elizabethan
type, the bowl having almost straight sides, slightly sloping
outwards and widening towards the lip, the lower end being
flat where it joins the stem, except in two instances (of which
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348 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [1908,

one is at Scotton) where it is somewhat rounded off, making
it more of a bell-shape. Some of the unmarked cups are
of this shape, as at Barnetby-le-Wold.

The bowl always has a band of arabesque design (sometimes
called, I think very suitably, the cranesbill pattern) about the
middle, between two straps which intersect two or three times
in the circuit, as in the specimen from Aubourn. Here also,
as in a considerable number of cases, these straps are shaded,
so to speak, with an up and down cutting. In the Barnetby
Cup this shading is effected by horizontally running dashes.
In some cases a single line takes the place of the strap, and
on the fine specimen (the finest of the series I have as yet
come across) at West Rasen this shading has been omitted,
and at the intersections the straps are carried above or below
the band and end in sprays of foliage, a not uncommon feature
in the ornamentation of these cups.

The stem is sometimes plain with a horizontally reeded
moulding at the junction with the bowl and with the foot, as
at Aubourn, Beelsby, Boultham, Brinkhill, and four more
places. At Haxey there are three bands of this moulding,
one constituting a knot in the middle of the stem. Occasionally
the reeding of this moulding is vertical as at Kirkby Green
and Bag Enderby.

In other examples there is a well-defined knot in the
middle of the stem, which, as well as the junction of stem and
bowl, and stem and foot, is ornamented with a kind of trellis-
work pattern. This is found on two cups at Frodingham, on
one at Messingham, Harlaxton, and in seven other instances.
It is well shown in the two examples from Barnetby and
North Carlton, the latter of which has little dots in the inter-
spaces of the trellis work. In the West Rasen example the
middle knot has a rounded moulding, and the stem is divided
from the bowl and foot respectively by mouldings made up
of a series of small roundels set side by side.

The foot is generally of a flattened dome shape, with a broad
flange, the diameter of the foot being usually the same as that
of the mouth of the bowl. Below the dome in the West Rasen
example is a belt of elegant little dentelles, outside which
again on the flat of the flange is a band of egg-and-dart
moulding. The upper portion of the foot of the Barnetby
cup, which is much flattened, has a band of interrupted dashes

.round it.
The paten-cover is of much the same size and shape as the

foot just described; it is a flat-domed plate with wide flange,
on the under surface (when used as a cover) is a projecting
rim, a third of an inch or so deep, which fits into the top of
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Dec. 10.] SOCIETY OP ANTIQUARIES. 349

the bowl. On the summit of the dome is a small stem with a
flat top to serve as a handle for taking off the paten-cover,
and as a foot,or stand when placed with its concave surface
upwards on the altar. The paten shares in the general
scheme of ornament already mentioned. At Aubourn, the flat
top of the foot has a band of the up-and-down cutting;
between two similar bands on the rounded shoulder of the
dome is an elegant band of foliage, while another belt of
foliage fills up the width of the outer flange.

The second subject of my remarks to-night is that of the

Fig . 2. MAKK ON A COMMUNION CUP AT NORTH CAKLTON, LINCS. (_\.~)

fleur-de-lys mark, which has been attributed to the city of
Lincoln by Mr. Jackson and Mr. Ellis. At Carlisle, Cripps
says the seeded rose, taken out of the city's arms, was
used for stamping weights and measures, and is also to be
found on some early Elizabethan communion cups in that
diocese.

At Lincoln, however, the plain shield of St. George, i.e.
without the fleur-de-lys, was used for stamping weights and
measures, and of late years till 1889 the same shield with the
words City above and Lincoln below it. The suggestion that
the fleur-de-lys, the emblem of the Virgin Mary, in whose
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honour Lincoln Minster is dedicated, was the city mark on
plate, is both interesting and has a high degree of initial proba-
bility. But so little real evidence (beyond the fleur-de-lys
on a certain number of spoons which cannot be proved to
have anything to do with the city or county of Lincoln)
has been produced by these gentlemen, that I thought that
the results of my examination of some 540 reports of
church plate in the diocese of Lincoln, collected during the
last 25 years by my old friend, one of your own Fellows,
the late Canon Harvey, might throw some light on the
subject either for or against the suggestion. Well, the
result of my search for fleurs-de-lys on the Lincolnshire
church plate has been to find three examples, and of these
two are out of court for the present inquiry, as they occur in
shields as maker's marks, on London made and stamped com-
munion cups, one of the date 1567 atHalton Holegate, and the
other of the date 1569 at Skillington. The third occurs
alone on a cup and paten at North Carlton, four miles from
Lincoln (fig. 2). Having seen the great majority of the cups
with the Lincoln maker's mark and the similar ones unmarked,
I have no hesitation in saying that this cup and paten are
by the same craftsman, although the workmanship is of a
rather coarse and rude kind. I have only to thank the Society
for allowing me to bring this subject before them this evening,
and Mr. W. H. St. John Hope and Mr. T. M. Fallow for much
kind help and advice in preparing this paper."

The DIRECTOR observed that the so-called fleur-de-lys mark
looked more like a twig of foliage, and resembled no mark he '
had ever seen. The regular fleur-de-lys was common on
base metal spoons, and pointed to a factory in or near
London, as many were found in the metropolis and in the
Thames.

Mr. H. D. ELLIS had championed the fleur-de-lys as a
Lincoln mark, but now saw he was mistaken. That mark
might be ascribed to Wakefield, Yorks; and many places now
of no importance had plate workers and their own marks in
the time of Elizabeth. There was great variety in the marks
of church plate everywhere in England, and every maker had
his own idea as to decoration.

Mr. WILLIS BUND inquired the reason why most of the
cups mentioned from the Lincoln diocese were made in 1569
and the majority in the adjoining diocese of Worcester were
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made in 1571. It might be supposed that about that time the
order was given to purge the cups of superstition and to
replace the chalice with a communion cup. In one or two
Cardiganshire parishes Elizabethan plate bore a peculiar
mark, that of Swansea mint. One of the archdeacons of
Cardigan was connected with Swansea, and insisted on the
churches getting their plate from that town.

Mr. HOPE thought it reasonable to assume that the Lincoln
mark was a fleur-de-lys, as the arms of that city consist of a
cross charged with that device; but, oddly enough, most of the
known pieces of plate bearing a fleur-de-lys mark were found,
not in the Lincoln diocese, but in Suffolk and overlapping parts,
of Norfolk. Any connexion with Lincoln could not therefore
be assumed, and their place of origin must be some workshop in
East Anglia. Bury St. Edmund's had been suggested, but
would not suit; Sudbury, on the other hand, had received as
part of the arms granted to the town in 1570, the English
leopard between two fleurs-de-lys, and the workshop may
have been there. With regard to the date of the Lincoln
pieces, the change took place about the same time in other
parts of the country, and the reason for it was probably a
practical rather than a doctrinal one, namely to increase the
capacity of the vessel for communicating the laity, the chalice
having previously been denied them.

Mr. MINET held that an increase of capacity was not the
only motion for the change. The chalice with its thin baluster
stem could not be passed round from hand to hand, whereas
a beaker-shaped vessel could be easily grasped.

Dr. MANSEL SYMPSON replied that if the doubtful mark
were not a fleur-de-lys, the theory of the Lincoln origin of
the fleur-de-lys must be abandoned; and all the evidence of
that origin he had come across would not bear serious
investigation. That the fleur-de-lys was not prevalent as a
silversmith's mark was proved by its absence from Lincoln-
shire church plate.

The PRESIDENT remarked that at the date of these cups the
fleur-de-lys had become a debased symbol, a much better type
having been in vogue a century before; but even the most
debased was distinguishable from the disputed mark on the
cup. The element of capacity had very little to do with the
change in the form of cup, for when the pattern changed the
name changed with it. He could see no obvious difference
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between the cup exhibited and one from East Anglia in the
British Museum; and thought the Welsh plate could hardly
be distinguished from English in the third quarter of the
sixteenth century.

H. D. ELLIS, Esq., exhibited and communicated the following
notes upon an Elizabethan Communion Cup and Paten dated
1577, and upon Old Welsh Silver Plate in general:

" The cup and paten belonging to me, which I exhibit, are
impressed with a mark ,of four ovals linked laterally. This
mark has not been found upon any secular plate, but upon
church plate only; and church plate so marked is found only
belonging to parishes within the diocese of St. David's. In
this diocese all the Elizabethan church cups and patens, with
few exceptions, are thus marked. The patens, for the most
part, bear an engraved date, the earliest being 1573. The
dates 1574 and the next few years abound. The close
resemblance which all these cups and patens bear to each
other is very remarkable, realizing the saying ' Alike as two
peas.' Not only were they all wrought from one standard
design or pattern, but, with rare exceptions, the minutest
details are exactly reproduced in each example. Save that
they vary in size, the cups in St. David's cathedral church
and in the large towns are precisely similar to those in small
and remote parishes. And so closely is the standard pattern
adhered to that even the four-oval mark is always found
impressed immediately below the .upper engraved border of
the cup, and within the lower border is always engraved (and
always in the same Roman capitals) the words ' POCVLVM
ECLESIE DE,' followed by the name of the parish. In the case
of the cathedral church the words following are ' CATEEDRALIS
MEJEVENSIS.' Menavia was the ancient name of St. David's,
which once enjoyed the honour of being an archiepiscopal see.

The singularly rigid adhesion to one design is suggestive
that this must have been prescribed and enf orced.by authority,
the ecclesiastical authority dominant over the diocese within
the limits of which (and nowhere beyond) this design is found.
A tradition pointing in this direction exists in some of the
rural parishes possessing these cups, where they are called
' The Bishop's Cup.' In 1562 Parliament appointed a Com-
mission of five bishops, of whom the Bishop of St. David's was
one, and directed them to cause the Scriptures to be translated
into the Welsh tongue, and so to be read in places of worship
in Wales. It may be that a masterful prelate of strong views,
thus armed with powers extraordinary.though limited in their
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scope, may have thought it a fitting opportunity to push his
authority so far as to essay the imposition upon his clergy of
an obligation to use in the administration of the Sacrament a
vessel of the form and design approved by himself and none
other. If this be so, the merit of this compelling ordinance
must be ascribed to Bishop Eichard Davies, who held the see
of St. David's from 1561 to 1582.

The communion cup is 6^ inches in height, 2 | inches in
width at the lip, and 3-g- inches at the foot, and the extreme
height to the top of the paten is 7£ inches. A noteworthy
feature of these pieces (and of similarly marked pieces
throughout the diocese, I believe) is that the four-oval mark is
apparently not struck with a die, but impressed with a tool
made for moulding designs in ovolo upon plate.

In pursuance of this subject, it may be observed that in one
other Welsh diocese, viz. Bangor, there is Elizabethan church
plate marked with a peculiar mark which is found nowhere
outside.the limits of that diocese. Moreover, the Bishop of
Bangor was one of the five bishops nominated by the Act of
Parliament of 1562, and it is quite conceivable that he too
approved a model communion cup thus marked, and pre-
scribed it for adoption by his clergy. The mark is a horse's
head couped to sinister. But whereas no example of secular
plate has been found marked with the four-oval mark of
St. David's dioeese, one such example marked with the horse's
head of Bangor diocese has come to light, viz. a seal-topped
spoon which I recently acquired and now exhibit in illustra-
tion of the mark. One of the Bangor church cups thus
marked is dated 1574, and that is the approximate date of all
the rest and of this spoon.

It has hitherto been supposed, for lack of evidence, that no
silver plate was wrought in Wales, but that is a negative con-
clusion which must now be subjected to reconsideration. If
the Welsh did not manufacture plate, then they must have
been dependent upon English produce to supply their needs;
for the pieces extant, if not Welsh, are English beyond dispute.
But' there is in Wales a very large quantity of Elizabethan
church plate still in existence, and (as narrated above) in at
least some of the Welsh dioceses the plate is peculiar and dis-
tinguishable from that of other parts, and no example of the
marks borne upon it has ever been found upon any plate in
any part of England. Is it reasonably conceivable that this
plate was English plate made in England, and that it all
migrated into certain special districts of Wales without a
single example remaining in the land of its origin ? And, in
the absence of all compelling necessity, why should it- be so ?
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From remote antiquity the Celts were renowned as workers
in metal, and surely at this time Welsh Celts must have been
capable of turning out silver cups (made perhaps from the
ore in their own Welsh mines) with having resort to the
foreigner. And when we recall the ancient" and bitter ill-
feeling of the Welsh towards the English, can we deem it
possible that those intensely patriotic people would have
given wholesale commissions to English silversmiths ? The
last and fatal blow struck at Welsh independence by the con-
quering English (the Act of Incorporation with England in
1536) must have been fresh in all minds at this period,
producing an effect cumulative upon the ancient traditions of
hatred kept alive and fostered in every Welsh heart by bardic
song and story.

I therefore venture to think that there is warranty for
believing that the plate in question was made in Wales, and I
hope that further research may not long hence throw some
more light upon this interesting subject. For much informa-
tion I am indebted to the Eev. J. T. Evans's Catalogue of
St. David's Church Plate."

Thanks were ordered to be returned for these communi-
cations and exhibitions.

Thursday, 7th January, 1909.

CHARLES HERCULES READ, Esq., LL.D., President,
in the Chair.

The following gifts were announced, and thanks for the
same ordered to be returaed to the donors:

From the Author :—Fonts and font-covers. By Francis Bond, M.A. 8vo.
London, 1908.

I"roni the Author :—History of the Royal Berkshire Militia. By K. E. Thoyts.
8vo. Reading, 1897.

From the Author :—History of the borough of Lewisham, with an itinerary.
By Leland L.Duncan, M.V.O., F.S.A. 8vo. London, 1908.

From the Author :—The " Norwich Taxation " of 1254, so far as it relates to
the diocese of Norwich, collated with the taxation of Pope Nicholas in 1291,
with remarks on the origin of the rural deaneries and the valuation of the
parochial benefices. By Kov. William Hudson, F.S.A. 8vo. Norwich,
1908.
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